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Visit our website at: www.villagewatch.co.uk and join our Group on Facebook

    Seasonal   Greetings     
This is the edition of Village Watch News when we traditionally wish all our Members

a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Of course, we do so again this year but we cannot be sure what the situation will be and how we can interact with family
and friends. Many of us who are used to meeting at family and social gatherings will possibly find ourselves limited to

telephone calls and Zoom-style meetings with only very limited physical contact.

Community  celebrations  can be difficult  for many people,  especially those whose circumstances have changed since the
previous occasion, whether because of bereavement, health, financial worries or other problems. Loneliness can be an issue
even in normal times and the times are certainly not normal at the moment.

Please take a minute to think about your neighbours and how they might be faring at this time of Goodwill. There was a surge
in Community Spirit when the Covid-19 crisis began and much of it  has continued. The crisis,  however, has now become
routine and described as the ‘new normal’. It might be an idea to regard the upcoming holiday period as a good time to
reconsider how our villages and residents can re-invigorate the spirit that showed itself in so many wonderful ways last March.

We wish everybody a Happy Holiday, whatever your situation, with the fervent hope that

2021 will be a much better and safer year for us all.

Our New Beat Sergeant
Sergeant 4614 Rakhi Mistry  took over as the Beat Sergeant
for Birstall and Wanlip in October.

Sgt. Mistry has written:

“I  look  forward  to  meeting  local
residents  and  tackling  any
concerns/issues  to  keep  Birstall  a
safe  place,  along  with  the
dedicated  beat  officers  that  have
been  working  hard  to  resolve  any
local  issues.  Please  feel  free  to
contact me directly and also follow
us on social media:

@CharnwoodPolice”

£27 Million Stolen So Far
Fraudsters are exploiting Christmas bargain hunters
who  have  switched  to  online  shopping.  People
looking for games consoles, bicycles and clothing may
now  be  at  an  even  higher  risk  of  encountering  a
scam.

UK  Finance says  that social  media  platforms,  online
marketplaces  and  auction  websites  are  increasingly  being
used  by  criminals  to  carry  out  purchase  scams,  where  a
customer pays in advance for goods or services that do not
exist and are never received.

These purchase scams may also include home improvement
and  DIY  purchases,  such  as  patio  heaters  and  sheds,  as
fraudsters adapt to more people staying at home. UK Finance
also reports that criminals are using the cover of Christmas
shopping  to  roll  out  data  harvesting  scams  using  phishing
emails.  These  attempt  to  trick  consumers  into  revealing
confidential details.

Messages  often  advertise  cheap  goods  with the fraudsters
impersonating genuine organisations and businesses.

The  Take  Five  to  Stop  Fraud campaign  is  urging
people to Stop, Challenge and Protect:

• Stop:  Taking a  moment  to  stop  and  think  before
parting  with  your  money or  information  could  keep
you safe

• Challenge: Could it be fake? It is OK to reject, refuse
or ignore any requests. Only criminals will try to rush
or panic you

• Protect:  Contact your bank immediately if you think
you have fallen for a scam and then report it to Action
Fraud

www.actionfraud.police.uk

www.ukfinance.org.uk/covid-19/customer-support

Advice and Support
In August we published a list if contact telephone numbers
for organisations that offer advice and support to those of us
who are finding it difficult to cope.

The first Lockdown in March led to an increase in calls to those
services that continued when the restrictions were eased. We
are now coming to the end of the second Lockdown when the
requests for support have increased even further.

There  has  been  an  alarming  increase  in  the  number  of
domestic  violence  offences  reported  to  the  Police  as  the
restrictions have placed strains on relationships.

The telephone numbers are available on our website that
also has  a list  of useful  web addresses and articles giving
advice on a range of issues that affect us.

Please visit our website at:

www.villagewatch.co.uk

Please remember  that if  you are  having a difficult
time, for whatever  reason, there  are organisations
and groups that can help you in a confidential and
sympathetic way.



Contacting Birstall and Wanlip
Neighbourhood Watch

watch@villagewatch.co.uk

0756 2422 756
Calls  go to our answering service but we
always try to reply within 24 hours. Please
remember to leave your number.

c/o Birstall Parish Council
Council Office, Birstall Road,
Birstall, Leicester, LE4 4DH

Local Police News
The Birstall and Wanlip Neighbourhood Team

produces a monthly Newsletter written by our Beat
Officer, Dave Jaeckels. It contains news about
recent crime in our villages, crime prevention
advice and other information about the Team’s

activities.

You can read it in full each month on our website:

www.villagewatch.co.uk/police

Thank you to Birstall Parish Council for continuing to support the Watch — www.birstallparishcouncil.org.uk

© Published by Birstall and Wanlip Neighbourhood Watch — 0756 2422 756 — watch@villagewatch.co.uk

Where Do We Go from Here?
When  the  Covid-19  pandemic  took  hold  and  the  first
lockdown was imposed last  March  we had to suspend the
delivery of our Newsletter. At the same time, we were in the
middle of collecting the subscription envelopes and this too
had to be suspended.

Our Coordinators were asked to hold on to any envelopes in
their  possession. When the lockdown was lifted it  was again
possible to return them to us via the Parish Council Office and
we want to thank the office staff for their ever-cheerful and
invaluable help.

We  have  now  processed  all  donations  received  by  early
November and posted the Cards to the relevant Coordinators.
We are aware that there are a few still out there making their
way to us.

Our network of separate local NHW schemes each with its own
Coordinator has worked well for many years and has been the

backbone of its activities and success. We want to sustain it
and keep our volunteer Coordinators aware of the important
role they play in keeping our villages safer places in which to
live.

The future remains uncertain and we do not know when we can
get back to our previous pattern of activities. We are fortunate
and grateful to be able to publish  Village Watch News  in the
Birstall Post but see this as only a temporary measure for the
moment.  How  we  move  forward  depends  on  factors  well
outside  our  control  and  what  eventually  becomes  the  ‘new
normal’.

If you have any thoughts or ideas about how we might adapt
and take things  forward,  we should be very  glad to hear
from you.

Please contact us with your thoughts and ideas at
watch@villagewatch.co.uk

E-Scooters
E-scooters are becoming popular ‘must haves’ and may be on a
number  of  this  year’s  Christmas  present  lists.  Leicestershire
Police have issued advice about their current legal status and
how they can be used.

They cannot be used on any public road, cycle lane or
pavement. They can only be used on private land.
An e-scooter is classified as a Personal Light Electric Vehicle
(PLEV)  and  is  subject  to  the  same  legal  requirements  as  a
motor vehicle, including insurance, road tax and MOT rules. 

However, because an e-scooter does not have a number plate,
it cannot legally be used on the roads.

The  authorities  are  aware  of  the  need  for  more
environmentally-friendly modes of  transport  and are working
with  the  public  to  make  sure  that  the  roads  are  safe  for
everyone.  Future  Transport  Zone trials  of  e-scooter  hire
schemes are currently underway, examining whether and how
they could be legally used on public roads.  At  the moment,
Leicestershire is not included in those trials.

At this time and until any changes to the law are in place,
the Police have the power to seize any e-scooter being used
illegally in any public area.

Please enjoy using your e-scooter if you have one but, for the
time being at least, only on private land.

Keep Your Presents Safe
Homes are less likely to be left unoccupied over the coming
holiday  period  than  in  other  years  but  that  will  make
burglars even more keen to spot those that are.

This is the period when they can find their best pickings with
gifts still  in their original  packing waiting  to opened. If  you
have to leave your home unattended, be sure to put parcels
and wrapped presents out of sight where they cannot be seen
from outside through windows or letterboxes, giving a thief the
added incentive to break in.

Make sure that  all  your  exterior door and window locks  are
working properly and that you use them every time you go out.
If  you  have  a  burglar  alarm  always  use  it,  even  for  short
absences.  Use  timer  switches  to  switch  on  lights  as  it  gets
dark.

When you have opened your presents, do not advertise them
by leaving packaging on view for the dustmen to collect. Cut it
into smaller pieces and put them in the bin.

Police Beat Surgeries
The  Beat  Team  are  holding  Beat  Surgeries  open  to  the
public. They will be held at the  Birstall Beat Office in the
Robert  Dickinson  Building,  10  Sibson  Road  (opposite  the
Garden Centre).

• Thursday, 3rd December – 5 pm to 7 pm

• Friday, 18th December – 10 am to 12 noon

You can meet one of  our local  Police  Officers to  discuss, in
confidence, any issues that concern you.

(These times are always subject to the Officer not being
required elsewhere in an emergency.) 

CRIMINALS  ARE  WORKING  OVERTIME
CHEATING  ONLINE  SHOPPERS 

BE  VERY  CAREFUL  AND  ONLY  BUY FROM
SELLERS  YOU  CAN  TRUST

www.villagewatch.co.uk/fraudulent-websites


