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Our Saturday Advice Shop will not be open during the Covid-19 crisis 
Sorry for the inconvenience 

For the latest news on crime in the area visit our website: www.villagewatch.co.uk — or join our group on Facebook 

Join in and Help 

We have had to suspend much of the Watch’s Activities during the Covid-19 Lockdown and are looking forward to the time 

when we are up-and-running again. When that time arrives, we shall need your help if you have little time to spare. 

Birstall and Wanlip Neighbourhood Watch is a completely voluntary organisation supported by well over a hundred-and-fifty 

volunteers who contribute to the Watch in many different ways. 

We are always looking for new volunteers and their skills. 

While most of our Volunteers are individual Scheme Coordinators, the links between their Schemes and the Committee, there is 
another group who manage the overall running of the Watch. A number of these are retired and, with the passing of time, 

sometimes have to reduce their level of involvement. 

The amount of time people chose to give varies from task to task but, on average, most give around three to five hours a month 

to keep the Watch functioning. 

If you are able to help in any way, we would be very glad to hear from you. 

You can send us an email to: watch@villagewatch.co.uk or leave us a message on: 0756 2422 756, without any obligation. 

We shall get back to you as soon as we can, to answer any questions and explain what is involved. 

Whatever skills, interests or new ideas you may have, we would like to use them to help us to keep our 

villages safer places in which to live. 

Keeping in Touch 
There is a lot of information and advice being circulated 

during the current lockdown and you can keep up to date in 

a number of ways. 

If you are reading this online you will already be on our 

website: www.villagewatch.co.uk where you can: 

• Read the latest news and posts 

• Sign up for our email alerts 

• Join our Facebook Group  

• Print off warning notices from the Downloads page 

• Print off a list of Useful Telephone Numbers 

• Contact the Police 

• Link to Useful Websites 

You can still email us at: 

watch@villagewatch.co.uk 

Or phone and leave a message on: 

0756 2422 756 

We shall do our best to get back to you as quickly as 

possible. 

New Beat Team Member 
Our Dedicated Neighbourhood Police Team has a new 

member. 

PCSO 6128 Cody Taylor has joined Dave and Mark 

as one of our local Police Officers. She has written: 

“I am looking forward to engaging with the 
community even though it is a difficult time at the 

moment given the current situation. 

“I am sure that you will see me patrolling around the area. 

“Feel free to stop me for a chat but please remember the 

social distancing rule.” 

Free TV Licences 
The free TV licence scheme for those over seventy-five was 
due to end on 31st May. However, because of the Covid-19 
crisis the BBC and the Government have decided to extend 

it until 31st July. 

All free licences will remain valid until then and licence 
holders should do nothing at the moment. A further 

announcement is expected towards the end of July. 

Not surprisingly, scammers have latched on to the change and 
members have received emails asking them to supply bank 

details so that licences can be renewed. 

None of these are genuine and should be deleted. No 

payment is required at the moment. 

Watch Out for your Neighbours 
Because so many people are staying at home at the moment, 

the number of houses left empty during the day for burglars 

to target has reduced considerably. Those that are empty 

are generally those of front-line workers putting themselves 

at risk every day to keep the rest of us safe. 

The last thing they need is come home to find that have been 

burgled and we can do something practical to repay them for 

their hard work. 

If you have neighbours who are out during the day, make a 

point of keeping a special watch on their homes and report any 

suspicious activity to the Police. 

DO NOT PUT YOURSELF AT RISK but if you see strangers 

acting in a manner that makes you suspicious make sure that 

they know they have been seen. We already have reports of 

people who have made a hasty departure when they realize 

they have not gone unnoticed. 

That is why we are called Neighbourhood Watch. 


